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AVillcoxs Shnrc
Gen WHIcox had moved out follow¬

ing Gen Potter and when Potter at-
tacked

¬

AVillcox was in line about 1000
yards easterly from the enemys works
Gen Hartranfts Brigade was in front
of the Boisscau House about 300 yards
in the rcjir of Potters left but out of
view of the operations on that front
When Vottcr was repulsed Hartranft
still retained his position and was skir ¬

mishing witli the enemy when he was
orderefi back by Gen Humphreys from
headquarters Willcoxs First Brigade
under the command of Col Samuel
Harrison 37t Wis was on the left of
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the Pegram House and c bllquely in
rear and with the 109th N Y
on the road coming in to the rear

The brigade of Col N B McLaugh
len 57th Mass was still farther In the
rear In the woods As Potters men fell
back Harriman who was on the left
and in front of the Pcgram House in
an open field became heavily engaged
with the enemy coming down the hill
in front and his brigade soon began
to give way but the right wing con ¬

sisting of the 37th Wis 8th and 27th
Mich retired In good order to the
flefenses where they halted

JOHN

faced I

THE
about checked the enemy and threw up
breastworks of rails The 13th Ohio
Cav dismounted was broken and
rushed thru the 3Sth Wis breaking its
formation but it was tpeedlly rallied
end reformed in tho woods McLaugh
lens Brigade came up and moved to
the right of the Pegram Hous c where
It connected with the Fifth Corps on
the right and on the left with Harrl
mans Brigade and checked all

of the enemy At dusk the
latter fell back Gen Wlllcox reports
his loss as 13 killed 136 wounded and
19C mlKMmj

On Oct 2 the troops resumed the of¬

and AVlllcoxs Division moved
in line thru the woods driving the en¬

emys skirmishers back until the Con ¬

federate works wore- in plain sight On
Oct 8 the forward movement was again
taken up the enemy was driven back
pabt where their working parties were

and a new
and advanced line was established

In spite of the of Lees
lines the seemed to have
enough men to meet our forces There
were present in front of the four divi ¬

sions of the two Union corps Hills
Corps and Johnsons Division with

two cavalry divisions be¬

tides Clearings Brigade Hill had sent

out Heths and Wilcoxs Divisions to
meet the advance and it was these that
gave Potter such a rough turn We
had gained some important ground at
a loss of 2000 men xncre is no trust
worthy report of the Confederate loss

Another Mote Decided On

The results were considered suffi-
ciently

¬

however to make
Gen Grant decide upon a further at-
tempt

¬

to cross the Southside Railroad
On Oct 24 he ordered Gen Meade to
move out at an early hour on Oct 27
and attempt to gain possession of the
road He was to move in three col-

umns
¬

with Parke the first
Parke if he came up against strong

GRANT AND JESSE
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posted

further
advance

fensive

works well manned was not to attack
but to hold the enemy while the rest of
the troops turned the flank The de¬

tails of the movement contemplated
moving from 20000 to 35000 infantry
with the propcr proportion of artillery
Gregg was to be on the general left
and connect with Hancock who was
to cross Hatchers Run by the Vaughan
road moving past Dabncys Mill to the
Boydton plank road thence by the
White Oak road to the Claiborne road
recross Hatchers Run and strike the
Southside Railroad at a point about
three miles east of Sutherland Station

Gen Warren with the Fifth Corps was
to move to the vicinity of
Mill and swing around on tho left of
the Ninth Corps If the latter succeeded
in breaking the enemys lino In front

If the Ninth Corps did not do this
then Gen Warren was to cross Hatch-
ers

¬

Run endeavor to turn the enemys
right above the Boydton plank road
keeping on Hancocks right Tho troops
were to take four days rations with
them with all the trains sent back to
City Point Pack animals were to ac-
company

¬

the troops Gen Warren says
that 3913 or the men in his corps had
never fired a musket and that 1649
of them had not even been drilled in
the of arms

Hatchers Run
The morning of Oct 27 was dark

and rainy making the march thru tho
woods slow and difficult Upon driving
in the outlying Gens
Parko and Warren came up against

with the in-
evitable

¬

abatis and slashing in front
and a sufllcient number of men ap-
peared

¬

in the works to any
hope of successful attack Gen Humph ¬
reys Adjutant General of the Army of
the Potomac was on the ground with
Parke and Warren and saw With hia
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own eyes that an assault would not be
practicable He had received a dig
patch from Hancock stating that the
latter had crossed Hatchers Run and
uncovered the Dabney Mill road At 9

oclock therefore Humphreys directed
Warren to send part of his troops across
Hatchers Run and communicate with
Gen Hancock Riding back he re-
ported

¬

these orders to Gens Grant
and Meade whom he met coming up
Gen Meade thereupon ordered
to send a whole division across Hatch
ers Run connecting with Gen Han
cock and to move up the run until
opposite the right of the enemy s in
trenchments when Griffin should at
tack on his front and open the way for
a general advance Crawfords Division
was sent across the run with the Mary
land Brigade added to it The Ninth
Corns becan intrenching

Gen went with Crawfords
Division but found the way very dilll
cult from the thick underbrush and
the crookedness of the stream The
enemy had added to this by cutting
down trees whereer tney wouiu dc an

to the march Gen
Crawford had moved at 1145 and at
4 oclock he was on the right flank of
the enemy It having taken all that
time to move a mile and a half Craw-
ford

¬

then became warmly engaged and
had difficulty in holding his position
On his left was a thick forest of more
than a mile in breadth with no known
road thru it

Gallant Rush of Snijths Brigade
Gen Hancock had reached the point

where the Vaughan road crosses Hatch
ers Run at daylight and found the
ford obstructed by fallen trees Beyond
the ford the enemy was posted In a
rifle pit Egan thp Sec ¬

ond Division Second Corps in the ab-
sence

¬

of Gen Gibbon at onqe began
to force a crossing

Smyths Brigade deployed in the first
line lushed forward waded the stream
which was waist deep and carried the
vorIs with the loss of about 50 men

Among these was Lieut Col Spalter
the 4th Ohio who was

killed Ae soon as Egan could rerorm
his men after this achievement he
pushed forward to Dabneys Mill while
Motts Division stiuck over towards the
mill Iiv a crossroad In the meanwhile
Gen Gregg had crossed Hatchers Run
and his guns could be heard at work
on Hancock s left

As -- oon as Mott came up Egan moved
on toward the Boydton road The en ¬

emys trains could be seen moving
along this and could have been cap-
tured

¬

had the cavalry been up to Han ¬

cocks expectations As Egans men
emerged into the cleiilng the enemy
opened from near Burgesss Tavern
with artillery which was speedily si ¬

lenced by Becks Regular artillery Gen
Gregg now came up from the QUaker
road and joined Hancock who ordered
an advance by the White Oak road but
received orders to halt at the PJank
road Gens Grant and Meade appeared
on the field and told Hancock about
Crawford working his way thru the
forest to connect his line with that of
the Fifth Corps Gen Hancock got
Into position tp connect with Crawford
and at ont time-- thought he had done
so hut Maj Bingham now a member
of Congress from Philadelphia then
oij Hancocks stiff went to

Crawford sindTipon return ¬

ing reported that he had found a pap
or about tnree rourtns or a mile be-
tween

¬

the two lines
The Mass for Attack
In the meanwhile the

were very active and massed about 14
guns sonic 800 yards In front of Egan
from which they opened an annoying
fire To it Beck replied and was boon
assisted by Grangers 10th Mais Bat ¬

tery
Grant and Meade left the Held when

Crawfords position was ascertained
giving Hancock orders to retain his po-
sition

¬

until the following morning when
he was to fall back by the same road
on which he had advanced Gen

says that the reason for
this was that the Southside Railroad
was still six miles distant from the
leading corps It was essential to the
success of the operation that this
should have been reached during the
flrtt day but it had not been done It
was seen that the Confederate intrench
ments extended farther and were more
strongly held than had been anticipat
ed Tlio two armls woro so close to-
gether

¬

that every 100 jaids was very
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intrenchments

important and at this time the distance
was against the Union troops unless
there was a surprise As soon as the
character of a movement was revealed
Lee could get his men to the point of
attack much faster than could Gen
Meade who was moving on the outside
of a circle and distant from the body
of his army while Lee had tho inside
of the circle and was much neater his
main body At that time the only com-
munication

¬

between the position which
Hancock had taken up and the mainarmy wa by a narrow woods road for
three or four miles The Fifth Corps
was too far away from Hancock to give
him prompt assistance at a critical mo-
ment

¬
Humphreys says that if the

Fifth Corps could have closed in on
Hancock the high ground at Burgesss
Mill might have been carried without
trouble Lees right turned and the
Southside Railroad struck

The enemy was now concentratingHamptons Cavalry and Heths and Ma
hones Divisions to attack Hancock
with plenty of supports near at hand
Gen Hill had aocordlnr to the Con ¬
federate reports at least 1888 effec ¬
tive infantry and 1418 cavalry or a
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BUSY WEEKS AHEAD FOR CONGRESS

A Big Grist of Business Pressing Into the Legislative Hopper The

New ApportionmenfcJ Tariff Alaska the Trusts and Civil Service

Will Make the First Weeks Strenuous

Congress is hero once Hjjain The own party faith dominant in the Com
Senato and the House came ipto session mission and if there must be a Com- -
at noon Wednesday Jan with as lit- - mission tho Democrats warn a goou
tie fuss and bother as one can Imagine representation upon it for themselves
It was in sliarp contrast with the be- - Another plan which has been suggested
ginning or the session Just one calendar and may be offered Is for a larin uu
month previous There was a rapping
of the gavel of the presiding officer and
the Chaplains prayer In each branch

LThat started the machinery
And for two months now the Con-

gressional
¬

grinding is to be the big
thing in Washington All else In gov-
ernmental

¬

atfahs will be subordinated
During the holidays plans havo been
forming for quite a budget of general
legislation The Republican leaders will
bend to It hard to get this legislation
enacted One of these measures over
which the President has been confer-
ring

¬

is the ocean mail subsidy bill It
is virtually framed and ready for con-
sideration

¬

In committee
The talk about factional activities

will not down Every few days there
Is an output about Insurgent plans
They are v cry largely bluster It usual-
ly

¬

happens when Congress has a given
amount of work which must be done
within a given period that It settles
down to that work quietly after the
holidays Except for an occasional field
day of debate and a flare up now and
then the session becomes a tolerably
steads grind and diversions on a large
scale are discouraged

Tile New Appointment
Very important provisions involving

policies as to evpcnditures of public
moneys are carried In the big Mipply
bill These will continue time In ton

Idcratlon Tno Democratic attitude
toward these m tsures promises to be
critical but prolnbly will not be suffi-
ciently

¬

antagonistic to cause any un
usual delajs In the House right at
the threshold of tun resumption of the
session there will be a contest over the
new apportionment law The Census
Committee now has the necc ssary data
and apparently will frame a Jiill to in-

crease the membership from 391 to Vl
members It will take care of all the
Stales us the saying around the Capi-
tol

¬

goes If this bill Isenactod into
law no State will lose any Member of
its present House delegation

Most of the older members of the
House Svill resist this and a spirited
contest may bo expected brljirc a final
votef Is reached However the- advo-
cates

¬

ot a larger House arc iJtry active
and arer organizing to carry their plan
thru while the opposition is dolngpriic- -
ticajiy 3iotinng beyond voicing disap-
proval

¬

The matter will itoVably be
decided before Uu tnd vt Jjnuirjv so
as to give the State Legislatures ample
opportunity for Congressional tcjIs- -
trictfng Vr -

A Lot Of Taiiff CaTctji--- i

A lot of tariff gaiety may bs expected
before the months of January and Feb
ruary have parsed because of the very
forward Republican efforts for a full- -
iieuireu commission Ail aggressive
Democratic minority in nouss and Sen
ate has been sitting back Ih sdlcncc but
every member of that joint minority is
icady to shy a missile when the Long-
worth bill gets under way tin its course
thru tho Congressional gantlet

incidentally Representative Champ
Claik avers that1 in tho snaking of thfe
next tariff bill he will wulertme all the
Information which a Tarltf Board or a
Tariff Commission or the Tictsury De ¬

partment is able to furnish He pro ¬

poses to make a goodly number of Re¬

publican experts In the fjpvemmeiit
employ Hump themselves as soon as
the mld lanuarv caucus has --come to
gether and provided the iriacjiinery for
a going Ways and vIeausDjaJorit If
the forthcoming Democratic Speaker
has his way he Intends there shall be
some deep delvinj for facts He says
he docs not want the net tariff bill
drawn till the case pro and con Is en-
tirely

¬

made up r
Nonetheless the Democrats believe

the sudden eal of tho big Republican
standpatters for a IarlfTTommlfraion
betrays something of a political scheme
not alone to delay revision hut to make
It all the more embarrassing for them
to fiame a bill and whciv the proposi ¬

tion for a Commission gels before the
House all these opposition views will be
given a thoro airing in the hope of im-
pressing

¬

tho country with the Repub-
lican

¬

scheme claimed to be afoot
There is Republican dlplimtacy In al ¬

lowing Representative Kick Long
worth son-in-la- w of ex President
Roosevelt in draw the Tipff Commis¬

sion bill Not long ago acry went up
that it wus in Speaker Cannons mind
to punish Nick for turning on him
during the campaign wheijie gajui out
that anti Cannon statement from the
porch of the Executive Oftrces at Bev-
erly

¬

As a matter of faqr Mr Long
worth Is In some danger of losing the
Republican placo on Ways and Means
to which he was assignedsome years
ago on Col Roosevelts Jiersonal lequest but if ho loses It Uncle Joe
Cannon will hardly be tojjlame

Reversing the present party division
In Ways and Means membership there
will be 12 Democrats and even Re ¬

publicans thereon in the next Congress
If the seven leading RepuUlIcans of the
present Ways and Mcansrvyhb were re-
elected

¬

were the only onesto- - be taken
care of Mr Longwprth could just
squeeze In as the lastltepjibUcanr But
it has been the long tlnjt practice to
moke the minorityIesfderjf the House
the first minority mejiiheiTof Ways and
MeanE and if that is done Mr --Long-worth

would be crowded voff A Speaker
Cannons preference is said to be for
service on the Appropriations Commit-
tee

¬

of which he was long Chairman
If --the Republicans elect him as their
minority leader the Ways and Means
problem of taking care tpf Mr Long
worth may be solved in that wayi But
if some other Republican is chosen
minority leader it will before difficult
There is some talk about- - Representa-
tive

¬

AValter I Smith of Iowa as minor-
ity

¬

leader He Is one of the veterans
of the Appropriations Committee but
might choose to serve upon Vays and
Means y

Tlio Tariff CoininjWon
Whether the Democrat will care to

attempt the defeat of the Tariff Com-
mission

¬

bill Is a question They have
not disclosed an lntontlontodo so The
measure may get thru theHouse easily
because the discussion or it there can-
not

¬
be much prolongbdtjbut It Is an-

other
¬

proposition Tvith tho Senate Arroup of Democratic Seliat fs intentupon full discussion and criticism may
stave off a final vote uilde one pre-
tense

¬
or another s

There will probably ba uggestions
for the amendment of th ommUsion
bill The genuine friends f a Tariff
Commission want to make II irmemberfhlp just as non partisan as ppsslble
The Republicans want men oCthelp

4

reau under the Treasury Department
It would have but one head or chief
just as the Bureau of Corporations and
the Bureau of Statistics have In be ¬

half of such an arrangement it is ar¬

gued that most of the work of tariff
investigation is performed by experts
anyway and that the highly paid mem-
bers

¬

of the Commission would have
comparatively little work to do for their
salaries There Is a deal of truth in
such an nrgument

If the Commission bill is to become
a law It will supplant the current pro-
vision

¬

for a Tariff Board Its enact-
ment

¬

would eliminate an expected
wrangle In Senate and House over ap-
propriations

¬

for tho continued activi-
ties

¬

of the Board
In any event there is every prospect

that tho efforts to revise the tariff will
loom larger and larger in Washington
from now on It may become the one
big thing that Interests the country
and must necessarily be kept before
the reading public for the next IS
months while Hie Democrats framo the
bill and while they try to get It enacted
into law

A Big right Over Alaska
The clans are gathering at Washing-

ton
¬

for a big Alaskan fray It centers
much upon requests of Congress for
legislation that will allow the Alaskans
to mine coal But President Taft wants
a Commission form of government for
the Territory Bills pending before
Congrcs provide for the chartering of
additional railroads Alaska Is crying
out for an opportunity to develop Its
natural resources

A Commercial Club at Seward has
been writing circular letters to Senators
and Representatives and others at
Washington with a headline In big
black letters Allow us to mine our
own coal They bay nearly all the coal
they now use comes from British Co-
lumbia

¬

a foreign possession Within
a specific area 173 miles distant from
Seward are the greatest known coal
fields In the world embracing beds of
anthracite bituminous

and lignite
But the contest for opening Alaska

brings two clashing forces to Washing ¬

ton always In recent years and they
prbpoe to camp here a part of this
Winter The Morgan Guggenheim syn
dicate Is ery largely interested in a
Variety of Alaskan industries and the
moment any bill for Alaska Is Jntro
duced into either branch of Congress
there Is a great to do to ascertain how
the big svndicate will bo affected

--Th QUpeshlon-- Is busy jat Washing ¬

ton emphasizing Its own side of the
story There are two railroads into the
Intfrlor of that rich territory one of
which is controlled by tho syndicate
The other it is claimed has been put
Into a state of coma by somo powerful
financial influence The syndicate ac ¬

cording to the same authorities has
control of most of the steamer facill-te- -

between Alaska and the mainland
controls most of the Alaskan fisheries
and owns i major portion of the copper
deposits than which there are none
richer elsewhere In the world

roal Is the key to the development
of the Teriltory for which develop ¬

ment all hands are clamoring Conse ¬

quently oil the long wrangling over the
Cunningham claims which have figured
much In the Congressional Investigation
of the Secretary of the Interior Mr
Balllnger The claims could easly be
made accessible for the transportation
of the product Engineers say there
ar 30000000 tons of coal in those
claims which could be mined for 173
a ton and which would sell for 225
a ion where now coal of an inferior
quality Is selling for from 12 to 20 a
ton

Tlio Conservation Commission
The National Conservation Commis-

sion
¬

of which o -- Forester Gifford Pln
chot Is the head has been making
plans to have something to say to Con-
gress

¬

about this proposed legislation
Its officials are dinning Into the ears of
Congressmen that Alaska must not be
turned over to this-- syndicate which
owns the Northwestern Commercial
Association with a great system of
trailing stations while the Cunning-
ham

¬

claims comprise only one thirty
thousandth part of the coal Cbtlmated
to underlv AIaka the conservationists
argue that to give It away to the syndi ¬

cate by legislation or otherwise would
constitute a-- precedent that could not be
disregarded hereafter

The Territorial Committees of Senate
ana iiouse are in a quandary what to
do The great need of developing the
Territory is conceded Public criticism
of any measure which would give the
viorgan iiuggenncim svndicate furtheradvantage Is much feared It remains
tor somebody to work out a medsure
which would be fair as possible to all
concerned That will not be an easy
matter

The stormy petrel of the situation as
far as-- Washington is concerned Is Dele ¬
gate James AVIckersham He had eight
vears of hard battling In Alaska as a
United States District Judge The clash ¬
ing Interests in the far off Territory
made It hot for him while he was on
the bench and he found it difficult to
obtain a confirmation from the Senate
when his term had expired and he was
renominated for another term AVhen
Alaska was allowed a Delegate in the
National House Judge AVickersham
tooloto politics and ho has proven quite
uiMuciuie as a canaiuaie tor oillce Illsname Is almost a household word thruout the Territory

It has been difficult to arouse much
interest in Alaskan affairs anywhere in
the States except In the northwestern- -
most section The people aro more
concerned in anairs closer homo Inthe old davs little attention was given
to Alaskan matters that came beforeCongress But all this has changed In
some measure because of the exploita-
tion

¬
far and wide of syndicate opera-

tions
¬

up there and Alaskan legislation
has now become one of the most gin ¬
gery topics with which the Senate and
the House have to deal

Congress Will Have Plenty to Do
AAlth tariff preliminaries conserva-

tion
¬

questions ocean mail subsidies and
half a dozen other topics It is easy
to soe that Congress will have plenty
to do during tho next eight and a half
weeks But there is one other ble sub
ject which is pressing to the fore and
will not down The insistence of men
the oountry over on getting more mon-
ey

¬

for their services has been conspic-
uous

¬

The Administration feels it In
Indirect ways as for instance with
the hundreds of thousands of railroademployes Many very big cases for In- -
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Will tlie Bee Sting Him
crease In railroad rates are now pend-
ing

¬

before the Interstate Commerce
Commission supported chiefly by tffe
plea that Increases in rates are neces
Bary to enable the mammoth properties
to pay dividends after moving up the
v ages of their employes

But Congresa has to face the -- problem

directly in other ways The most
extensive employer of other mens
services in this country perhaps in the
world is Uncle Sam AAIthin the Dis ¬

trict of Columbia alone there are --about
30000 people- - on his payroll They are

UiHwllUm to strike or disable the works
as Government employes in France
have been doing but they are conduct-
ing

¬

a decidtdiy active agitatfon arid
hare taken steps to unionize- - the De
partments thru and thru so that the
American Federation of Labor of
which the politicians are very much
afraid may stand forth as their big
brother in time of need

This strictly local agitation is hardly
more than an incident of the general
labor situation as far as the Federal
Government Is concerned It crops out
at every session of Congress Some
one of the many large groups of em-
ployes

¬

is always pressing Its demands
These usually take the form of requests
for increased compensation Since the
cost of Jiving aviated thcse demands
have become more insistent and it is
taking all the courage that both houses
of Congress can summon to refuse

Civil Service Retirement
The situation is acute in some partic-

ulars
¬

especially here In AVashington
where there has long been a forceful
propaganda for the retirement of aged
and superannuated employes It has
been indorsed by the President In a gen-
eral

¬

way and by about every member
or his Cabinet The fact that many
large corporations now allow pensions
to emploves of long service has given
the cause of the Government clerks
much impetus

Tho men on Capitol Hill who hold
the purse strings are generally opposed
to anything that can be construed as
civil pensions Entirely apart from the
merits of the proposition and any econ-
omies

¬

of employment that might re-
sult

¬

they say they dare not embark
upon such an experiment If it were
only for the 30000 Government era
plojes in Che District of Columbia there
might be less hesitation But that that
would be only an entering wedge and
befoie manyVearc It might easily hap-
pen

¬

that 10 times 20000 men and wom ¬

en in the United States would claim
and obtain the same privilege There
Is a large civil service force under
Federal employment In every State
Fostofflce clerks letter carriers Internal
revenue deputies and clerks Treasury
clerks immigration clerks and special
agents of divers Departments are only
a partial category

It has been estimated that the Post
office Department employs In some ca¬
pacity 314000 people Some or them
give the Government only a part of
their time There are star route agents
by the tens of thousands These andmany other contractors of course do
not come within the category of pros-
pective

¬
pensioners on the civil list but

scores of thousands of postal employes
are under the civil service and have
a permanent tenure and would event-
ually

¬

claim all the advantages thatmight be extended to civil service em-
ployes

¬

located In Washington
The Gllett Bill

Representative Gillett of Massachu-
setts

¬

as Chairman of the Committee on
Reform in the Civil Service has a bill
on the House calendar providing for
the retirement of employes In the clas ¬

sified service It is the outcome of years
of agitation and deliberation and meets
with much approval in and out of Con-
gress

¬

It provdes for deductions from
salaries sufficient to purchase annuities
and is based upon sound business prin-
ciples

¬

Most or the Government em ¬
ployes at AVashington oppose civil pen-
sions

¬

because they think these would
militate against salary Increases

It is not likely however that Con-
gress

¬
will adopt the Gillett bill for thepresent Any legislation along that line

would bo associated In the public mind
with the civil pension idea Aery few
States have anything yet approaching
civil pensions and these apply chiefly
to firemen and school teachers Con-
gress

¬
will probably hesitate to put any

kind of a plan into operation till it
has been more generally adopted by the
maies ior tneir own employes

The President Approves
The President and members of his

Cabinet however are urging some
action because as one reason they
wish to reorganize the working forces
on a more efficient basis and weed out
the aged men and women As anijiter

urnm

u

discharge these old people Few Gov-
ernment

¬
clerks save anything fronr

their earnings If the older ones lose
their places they become objects o
charity Congress- has enacted provi ¬
sions that such ufeeless employes be
dispensed with but Department officials
will not execute such- - laws- - Senators
and Representatlvesare often the first
to insist that such employes he rein-
stated

¬

J2xcept in the higher positions it
costs the Government much more td
get its work done than a private em-
ployer

¬

would have to pay As Its armies
of employes have increased the diff-
iculties

¬

in managing-- them have multi- -
piled in CFashlngton fhe-- official day
begins at 9 oclock and ends at 430
with half an hour for luncheon Sug¬
gestions were recently advanced at a
Cabinet meeting for adding a half hour
or more to the official day These met
with such a storm of protest that tho
matter will probably be abandoned
One result was a threat of the clerks
to organize themselves into labor
unions which they seem disposed to do

There is a growing impression in Con-
gress

¬

that before many years a strin-
gent

¬

code of laws governing Federal
employes must be enacted and that
such problems as retirement funds must
be dealt with

TAFT AND ROOSEVELT

Restoration of Cordial Relations
Between Them Quiet But
Earnest Preparations for the
Next Campaign

Far sfghted politicians are trying topave the way for a renewal of theentente between President Taft and ex
President Roosevelt It Is evidenced inrecent statements that there has beenno ill will between the two men andthat wicked political writers are -- solely
responsible for the public impression
to the contrary There seemsllttlodoubt that the President would Welcome
a reconciliation and there are hopes
that ex President Roosevelt may besimilarly minded

The reasons are not far to seekV Cor-
dial

¬
co operation in political matters

between leaders-in-chl- ef would makematerially for party harmony ay along
the line It might not bring the fac-
tions

¬
together but It would helpCvbove

all things else Just now the captains
of the voting forces want to lV the
foundations for united action In thePresidential campaign

The efforts do not proceed from any
fears that Col Roosevelt wllf loomagain in the Presidential running Asfar as that is concerned theie appears
to be very general agreement at AVash ¬
ington that he is down and out AVheth
er the Colpnel was really responsible ornot In large part for the licking hisparty received in November the rankand file put much of the blame at hisdoor

But the Colonel still has a follow-ing
¬

a very large following He is inthe same category In that regard withBryan and Hearst except that the Co-
lonels

¬
personal following is probably

much larger than the other two com-
bined

¬
can command AdministrationRepublicans know how necessary thovotes of the Roosevelt supporters willbe w hen the next Presidential electionis held

The strlfe ior delegates to the nextNational Convention will be in fullswing before many months Prelim ¬
inary manuvering for advantage in ob-
taining

¬
delegates is now-- under way

Contentions between Tafts friends andRoosevelts friends in these prelim-
inaries

¬
would be regarded as unfortu-nate

¬
In this preliminary manuvering

because it would make a cordial pact
more Improbable by the time the con-
vention

¬

assembled and the big cam-
paign

¬
against the Democracy was in-

augurated
¬

Tears for New York
There are fears first of all lest these

differences crop out conspicuously in
New York State The factions thereare now quiescent but New York pol-
iticians

¬
are always readv to SDrinir to

ftha fray and it U recognized that the
oiu guara- - itepuuilcans are watching

for an opportune moment to wrest the
control of the State organization from
Col Roosevelt and even up the score
iur nis penormance at Saratoga Tho
Administration not only wants peace In
New York State hut Ia wllllm-- m m -

of practice It Is found impossible to lit easy for CoL Roosevelt to come into


